












































In an embassy context, a sculpture's inability to convey mean
ing can amount to a diplomatic failure. Lingering resentment
over lost zoning battles left its mark on local attitudes as well,
prompting some to describe the chancery as "an unfortunate
intrusion into the original federal precinct."104 It is impor
tant to consider that criticism of embassy art or architecture
can be, and often is, political antipathy masquerading as aes
thetic judgment.

The fourth conflict, probably the most problematic of
all, involves finding a balance between openness and secu
rity. A little over a decade ago, when the Canadians dedi
cated their new chancery in Washington, they celebrated
openness, both literally and figuratively, through architec
ture.105 Of all the buildings devoted to international affairs
in Washington, the Canadian chancery remains one of the
most accessible and offers the most exciting outdoor expe
rience. Pedestrian activity will increase, too, when the Free
dom Foundation moves its popular Newseum (Polshek and
Partners, architects) to the site directly adjacent to the
chancery.

Childs had far fewer options, particularly after the
Oklahoma City bombing. It is a tribute to him and his col
leagues that they managed to conceal the upgraded secu
rity to the extent that they did on the narrow and
unforgiving site, and to the State Department that it did not
move the whole facility to the suburbs. But if planning offi
cials applauded the city site, shopkeepers and residents were
understandably apprehensive about the large new Ameri
can chancery in the middle of their neighborhood. As
shown by the attack on the U.S. embassy in Nairobi, and
more recently in Lima, nearby properties can sustain the
worst destruction, especially if the target is more fortified
than surrounding structures. It will be increasingly difficult
for the U.S. and others to justify the placement of embassies
in congested city centers, even though the need for acces
sibility and active public diplomacy has never been more
apparent. Moreover, retreat to walled enclaves carries other
risks. Such diplomatic compounds can be inviting targets
—protecting, but also confining—and they create a new
sort of risk that has been inadequately assessed. As the threat
of political violence prompts increased security measures at
and around embassies, will these buildings retain their role as
civic landmarks, political symbols, and cultural beacons? Only
time will tell.

Notes
It is impossible to provide plans for or to fully illustrate an embassy build
ing given the current security constraints. A virtual tour of the Canadian
Embassy in Washington, D.C., including its art collection, is available at

www.canadianembassy.org. A virtual tour of the U.S. Embassy art collection
in Ottawa is available at www.usembassycanada.gov.
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